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PRINCIPLES 
 
- The five participating partnering Regions at the Innovation and technological 

Development Workshop, Bavaria, Québec, Shandong, Upper Austria and Western 
Cape have discussed thoroughly the importance of supporting innovation, as a key 
factor for economic growth and sustainable development. 

 
- They have agreed on three strategic sectors for the development of their respective 

societies and economies: biotechnology (human health), medical technologies and 
sustainable energies. 

 
- These sectors reflect, for each region, challenges in view of the well-being of their 

population, the increased importance of scientific research or environmental concerns 
for our future generations.   

 
- The increasing costs associated to the research and development of new technologies 

motivate governments as well as the main actors of innovation to support the 
development of partnerships, whether national or international, between industry and 
the research sector in order to facilitate synergies and take advantage of our 
respective comparative advantages. 

 
 
NETWORKING ACTIVITIES 
 
The five regions agree, as a follow-up to this initial contact, to promote networking 
activities between their main innovation actors in those three selected sectors: 

 
- biotechnology (human health); 
- medical technologies; 
- renewable energies. 

 
These networking activities will facilitate the development of scientific, technological 
and business partnerships between the various regions. Existing bilateral partnerships will 
be useful to develop multilateral cooperation. 
 
The workshop has identified, in the Appendix, a list of networking activities in all three 
sectors for 2005 and the regions will promote them. The active participation of the 
regions will facilitate the identification of relevant partners and the development of 
mutually beneficial projects.  
 
The workshop agrees to develop joint projects in the following areas: 
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Biotechnology (human health) 
 

• Cluster partnering 
The regions agree to facilitate the development of cluster networking on the basis 
of the existing partnership between the Cité de la Biotechnologie et de la santé 
humaine du Montréal métropolitain (The City of Biotechnology and Human 
Health of Metropolitan Montreal) and Bayern Innovativ. 
 

• Traditional medicine 
Quebec and Shandong have expressed an interest in developing joint projects in 
this area. Upper Austria is also active in this field and could participate, as well as 
other regions, in developing this cooperation. 

 
 
Medical technologies 
 

• Medical imaging 
The Fonds de recherche en santé du Québec (Quebec Health Research Fund) will 
propose and initiate a joint project to the Partner regions. 

 
• Telemedicine 

This topic is of strategic importance for all regions and a project will be defined in 
the near future. 

 
• Technology assessment 

The Agence d’évaluation des technologies et modes d’intervention en santé du 
Québec (Quebec Medical Technology Assessment Agency) will forward to all 
regions a proposal related to a training program for the health management 
decision makers. 

 
 
Energy 
 
This sector is also a priority as it is closely related to the concept of sustainable 
development. Renewable energies (hydraulic, biomass, wind and solar) are important, at 
varying degrees, to all regions. Furthermore, Upper Austria proposes a R&D partnership 
to increase the efficiency of solar cells. Energy efficiency is also considered as a strategic 
component of a sound energy policy. Each region would share information with the 
others on the success of innovative projects and the best practices in the field of research 
and development. 
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INTERNATIONAL VIRTUAL INNOVATION FORUM 
 
The workshop proposes to the Heads of government the creation of an International 
Innovation Forum. 
 
Quebec will initiate this project with the support of all regions. Each region will be called 
upon to designate a coordinator to this effect.  
 
This efficient and flexible tool will facilitate the exchange of information on the various 
innovation actors, on the networking activities and will enhance the development of 
scientific and technological partnerships.  
 
This Forum will produce a report on its activities and the results generated at the next 
Conference of Partnering regions in 2006 in Upper Austria. 
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APPENDIX 
 

1- Biotechnology applied to human health 
 

Networking activities associating those interested regions could be organized in 
conjunction with one or the other of the following events :  
 

- Congrès cPMP 2005 on the pharmaceutical molecule (production of 
medecine through transgenic plants) in Montréal, 30 January - 2 February 
2005; 

 
- Life Science Forum 2005 in Munich, 16-17 February 2005; 

 
- BIOMEDEX 2005 in Montréal, 30-31 March 2005; 

 
- BioContact in Québec City, 5-6 October 2005; 

 
- « New Technologies for Target validation » Forum in Würzburg in 

Bavaria in November 2005. 
 
 
2- Medical technologies  
 

Networking activities could also take place within the following conferences or 
exhibtions :  
 

- Symposium international sur les bio matériaux avancés et la bio 
mécanique (ISAB-2005) in Montréal, 3-6 April 2005; 

 
- Bio Analytica exhibition in Munich, 5-7 April 2005; 
 
- Medtech/Biotech Forum in Munich, Automn 2005; 

 
- Salon MEDICA in Düsseldorf, 16-19 November 2005. 

 
 
3- Sustainable energies 

 
Networking activities could also be organized during the following events: 
 
- World Sustainable Energy Days in Wels – Upper Austria, 2-4 March 2005 

(including a trade fair and the International Pellet Conference); 
 
- le salon Americana in Montréal, 6-8 April 2005. 

 


